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CIRCULAR LETTER 
Of the Dover Baptist Associarion, to the Churches 
composing their Body, on the Subject of Cross 
CoMMUNION. 


[WRITTEN BY ELDER JACOB GRriG¢.] 


Dear BreTouren, 


THROUGH the indulgence of Heaven, we have had one more 
annual meeting. We trust our national troubles will never be 
named by us, as an apology for the neglect of our religious privi- 
leges: while Providence shall grant us the means of grace, and am 
opportunity to attend them. We have had a good season, and our 
hearts have been made joyful and thankful in the house of Prayer. 
Several of our Churches have had pleasing additions to their num- 
ber; all express their delight in religion, and that m the midst of the 
ravages of war io our Jand, they live in love and peace among them- 
selves. 

_ The subject appointed for our present Epistle, is Ciosz Com- 
MUNION. We sincerely regret, that necessity urges the investiga- 
tion of a subject, in which we, and some of our christian bretbren, 
entertain different Opinions. | 

We are unwilling to wound the feelings of any who differ from 
us, or merely to gratify the prejudice of those, whose views corres- 
pond with our own. We hope we are influenced by better motives. 
A supreme regard to our divine Master, the great King of Zion, a 
love to the established order of his house, and a desire to promote 
the peace and prosperity of religious society in general, are, we trust, 
the principal springs of action in the present undertaking. More- 
ever, as the Corinthians compelled the Apostle Paul te a eourse of 
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conduct, which, otherwise he would not have adopted; so suffer y¥ 
to remark, that our Christian Brethren who dissent from us, have, by 
their severe censures, compelled us to deiend our conduct, relative 
to the subject of Communion. We believe, brethren, in the com- 
munion o! Saints. We also consider, that this term is very prop. 
erly used, in a comprehensive way, to represent the whole inter. 
course of divine communion that Christians have, with each other, 
in the fellowship of the Gospel; or in their participation of divine 
things. But even this communion, free and general as it is, has, 
in the present staie, its limits or bounds.’ For we cannot exclude 
from the number of christians, all who differ from us, in theie 
views of what we deem ¢hristian sentiment and practice; and yet 
on the other hand, it is impossible we can have communion or fel- 
lowship with eaeh other, in those sentiments and practices, where- 
in we differ from, and even oppose One another. 

The dissensions among Christians have been gratifying to inf. 
dels, and painful to the friends of christianity ; and it must be ac- 
knowledged, as it respects these things, that there is utterly a fault 
amongst us. But to wiom, brethren; chall this fault be imputed ? 
"To what sect of party shail the blame be attached ? Let those who 
are infallible in judgment, who are absolutely perfect in alt their re- 
ligious sentiments and conduct, “ casT THE FiRST sTONE.” Until 
such a society can be found, it behoves all, to exercise mutuc: 
forbearance and christian charity towards each other ;’ even with 
respect to those things in whieh we can have no communion: and 
as tle period is not far distant when we shall be all of one way, 
let us endeavour previous to that happy season, to be all of one 
heart. | 
But you are aware, brethren, the term Communion, ia sometimes 
used in a more limited sense. Al} denominations of christians, 
who attend to Gospel ordinances, agree iv applying it to the ordi- 
mance of the Lord’s Supper. Indeed the Scripture so applies it. 
Read 1 Cor. x. 15. 

“ The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ ?”’ The bread which we break, is it not the 
‘Communion of the body of Christ ? The word thus taken, is expres- 
sive of the intercourse or commuuion, that experimertal christians 
have, with Cheist, and with each other, in this ordinance. Lt is to 
this view of the sthject, your attention is now invited. 

The majority of churches of our denomination have, ever since 
the days of the Apostles, held ax maintained the sentiment and 
practice, commonly called Cz.ose Communton; or the communioe 
of baptized persous only, in the Lord’s Supper. 

On this account they have been very liberally reproached by 
their enemies, and greatly blamed by some of their best friends, a 
mong unbaptized persons. Their conduct has been ewnsured, a 


tincharitable, unchristian, and crucl, 
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{Incharitable, in that they would not exercise forbearance and 
ehristian love to those, who could not see (as it hath been said) 
with their eyes. 

Unchristian, in that as Christ received persons unbaptized to 
spiritual communion with him, no one without acting contrary to 
Christ, can refuse them communion at his table. 

Cruel, in that they would compel persons to be baptized accor- 
ding to their notion ef that erdinanee, or refuse them the privileges 
of church-membership, chureh-ordinances, and even (as some have 
said) the kingdom of heaven. 

The Baptists reply, that the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
is not in their judgment a test of christian love, er internal com- 
munion, between christians of different denominations: so far froma 
it, thai. we have uniformly expressed the utmost christian affec- 
tion, for multitudes, with whom we could not feel perfectly justi- 
fiable, in partaking that ordinance. 

We have ever manifested the greatest confidence, in the chris- 
tian piety of our dissenting brethren, and would not debar them 
from one christian privilege, but would freely say, respecting every 
ordinance and blessing ; “‘ come in, theu blessed -of the Lord, where- 
fore standest thou without ?” 

But if no confidence be placed in our most sineere declarations 
of christian regard to our unbaptized brethren, we feel a consola- 
tion in adopting the language of the Apostle; 2 Cor. i. 12. “ Our 
rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscieuce, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with feshly. wisdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abun- 
dantly to youwards.”” 

We shall now offer an apology for our non-compliance with 
open communion; and then our reasons for a close communion will 
jie before you. 

Open or unrestrained communion at the table of the Lord, 
seem improper for christian society in general; because it is oak 
ilic, injurious, and impracticable. 


It is impolitic. There is certainly such a thing as ecclesiastical, 
as well as civil policy. Different denominations of christians have 
their different laws, ordinances, and rules for the regulation of their 
own internal and relative concerns. And there surely must bea 
manifest imprepriety, when any one of those societies shall adopt 
measures, and pursue a course of conduct, tending to subvert or 
render abortive their own mode of discipline; and at the same 
time te sanction other modes of government, contrary to their own 
views, of what is proper, for a gospel church. For instance, sup- 
pose some denominations of christians continue in their commu- 
nion, persons, who allow themselves in certain amusements, called 
innocent, as cards, dice, backgammon, &c. followed not by way 
ef gambling, but merely as amusements; Suppose others to fel- 
*owship those who send (heir childrea toa dancing school, and 
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who, perhaps, occasionally visit the ball room themselves. Syp- 
pose other churches to have drunkards enrol!ed in their number, 
and yet their frequent ytoxication forms no obstruction to their 
communion. Qn the other hand, as is certainly the case, suppose 
churches or societies whose moral disciplive is so strict that they 
will not suffer those things in their members, but on pain of ex- 
communication. Let it be farther supposed, for it is possible, and 
in the present imperfect state, highly probable, that certain mem- 
bers of the churches last alluded to, have indulged themselves in 
the fore-mentioned 2 cigs They have been accused, brought 
to trial, and expelled their brethren, in their own respective 
communions ; and yet fs very brethren who united iy the sen- 
tence of the church against them, will go and commune with those 
in other societies, who are constantly living in the habitual prac- 
tice of the same offences. How must these excommunicants feel, 

when they behold their brethren who have censured them, ccunte- 
nancing others, more guilty than themselves, and sanctioning vi- 
ces worse than theirs, because habitually persisted in! Is not this to 
partake of other mens’ sins? Justify in our practice, what we con- 
demn in principle? Harden the hearts of habitual offenders ? Cre- 
ate suspicion in the minds of our excommunicated brethren, of our 
sincerity in opposing sin, and thus arm them against the censure of 
the church, under which they are laid ? 

But free or open communion is improper, because it is injurious. 
It is injurious to the peace of christian society. and even to the 
existence of christian friendship. As men, we fegl ourselves cit- 
izens of the werld, and feel we are bound, by this relation, to love 
all mankind. 

This sentiment glows with equal ardour in the breasts of Euro- 
peans, Asiaticks, Africans and Americans, and yet who is there, 
that is not aware of the injurious tendency of mingling these to- 
gether in the same civil society, each possessing all his national 
prejudices i in favour of his own particular manners, customs, laws, 

overnment, &c. ? We love the subjects of European governments 
while they form no part of the community to which we belong : 
but should they come and form a settlement amongst us, with all 
their national prejudices, we should immediately feel the injurious 
tendency of such an association. Jt would wound our feelings in 
time of peace, ta hear sentiments advanced in opposition to our 
own government; but in a state of warfare we should view such 
citizens, as far more. injurious than the invading foe. We are plea- 
sed with the British, in Britain, the French, in France, but are 
persuaded that neither without a change of sentiment, would ever 
make good citizens of our country, or agreeable neighbours to us. 
‘Thus as christians, we love christians of every name and society. 
But who does not know that an attempt to force them to an ‘unnat- 
ural communion and intercourse with each other, has proved @ 

eans of jealousy, contention, and animosity, that has occasioned 
wmutual pain and uneasiness! Envying and strife have ensued, apd 
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where these are (saith the apostle) there is confusion and every 
evil work. So that while it has the name of communion, the true 
nature of the thing is destroyed, wirich leads us 

T’o observe, that free or open communion is improper, because 
it is 7mpractisable. It never yet.could be established. Different 
societies have attempted it ; but how long has it eontiaued ? Dec- 
larations are made that all are welcome tocome. But how many 
are influenced by them? A vast a-do has been made about it, and 
great reproach has fallen on some christians, because they will 
not join in the great desiga of uniting all societies in one com- 
munity. But where are the mighty effects of this great stir? 
Let our brethren give us a sample of this blessed union ; 
we see itnot! The fact is, no such union has been established. 
So that setting aside the Baptist Society altogether, we ask, 
where is the union or communion of other societies? It exists ia 


conversation, but not in action; in profession, but not in practice. 


Like human life, “ it is a vapour that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away.” 

But some friendly disposed persons of different congregations, 
have thought there might be established a select communion: Or 
2 communion of those only in the different churches, whose life 
and conversation must be acknowledged unexceptionable. This 
plan, however plausible it may appear, would introduce such invi- 
dious distinctions as would inevitably disturb the minds of a num- 
bez of individuals, of every community. Communities being com- 
posed of individuals, that which would wound the feelings and repu- 
tation of one, would unquestionably have a very unpleasant effect 
on the minds of all. Churches consequently would feel themselves 
slighted and disrespected, in the slight and disrespect shown to some 
of their members, supposed to be disorderly, at such communion sea- 
sons. Mutual discontent would unavoidably arise, that a conduct 
should be pursued, en these occasions, evidently tending to swell 
the minds of communicants one against another, and so by this gen- 
eral union, destroy that particular communion which the members 
of individual churches should ever maintain among themselves, in 
their own respective societies. Nor is it easy to discover how disa- 
greeable circumstances, of this nature, can be prevented; unless it 
be, by throwing open our doors to an universal communion; in which 
case we shall abolish the distinction between the church and the 
world, and annihilate both. ‘The cburch will be lost in the world, 
and it will be impossible to distinguish the world from the church. 

In addition to this, let it be remarked, that the members of churches 
are admonished to exercise a watch-eare and strict discipline among 
themselves. See Lev. xix. 17. Mat. xviii, 15, 16,17. 1 Cor. iii. 
16, 17. Also the whole of the fifth chapter, of the same epistle, 
and 2 Thess. iii. 6. Turn to these passages, carefully read them, 
and then say, if the necessary regulations and duties there recom- 
mended, can with propriety be exercised towards any, excepting 
those who have given themselves members to particular churches 
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for those godly purposes. According to our view of the subject, 
whieh we also think corresponds with the scriptures; one church 
has no more authority over the members of another, than one of 
our states bas a right to hold dominion in, and over the citizens of 
another. Of course our wisest and most religious conduct will be, 
to study the regulations and duties of the particular churches to 
which we belong, that we may live in peace and love among our- 
selves; and not attempt that which has hitherto been found imprae- 
ticable; lest while keepers of the vineyards of others, we shall have 
fo lament, that our own vineyard we have not kept. 

Once more. An unrestrained free communion, consisting of a 
number of persons of different religious sentiments, &c. must be spjr- 
itually a breach of the regulations laid down for God’s ancient 
professing people, which as the apostle remarks with regard to muz- 
zling the ox, were not “ written for their sakes alone, but for us 
also.” 1] Cor. ix. 9,10. ‘“ For whatsoever was written aforetime, 
was writter for our learning.” Thus saith the Lord, Lev. xix. 19, 
“Thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed; neither shall a 
garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee.” 

Deut. xxii. 10. “ Thou shalt not plough with an ox, and an ass 
together.” And what saith the New Testament? “ Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together.’’ 

Where unions or communions take place among persons of reli- 
gious sentiments so strangely different as those of many professed 
christians, a strange language must be produced, neither distinctly 
that of Israel or Ashdod, not the Jews’ Janguage, but according to 
the language of each people, as Neh. xiii. 23, 24. This confusion 
of sentiment has hitherto precluded the possibility of any durable 
communion, even among those christian congregations that profess 
to be decidedly in favor of the plan, and who severely censure the 
Baptists for a non-compliarce. But why should we be censured for 
standing at a distance, and not engaging in the work, when we see 
that the builders of this mighty fabric eannot tor any length of time 
even understand one another! Let us see their professed principle 
reduced to practice among themselves, that we may be admonished 
not only by word, but by the more powerful influence of their exam- 
le. 
j It is weil known that some of the most zealous advocates for free 
or open communion at the Lord’s table, have accused some christian 
societies, of holding principles horrible to reflect on, which as some 
have warmly said, originated in hell, and would lead thither those 
who embrace and are influenced by them. Such as, God’s appoint- 
ing persons to salvation and damnation, from all eternity, irrespective 
of their characters, dispositions, and behaviour; that Christ died but 
for a part of mankind, and that those for whom he died, have noth- 
ing to do, because Christ hath for their salvation, done all for them, 
that was needful. Now admitting that our opponents believe these 
charges are founded in fruth, how can they be sincere in desiring us 
g# commune with them? If they certainly believe theix qwa state- 
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ment to be eorreet, one would suppose it must be highly gratifying 
fo them, to have nothing te do with a set of people so frightfully er- 
roneous. But the Baptists hold no such sentiments. They are as far 
from believing them, as they are from believing that any happy 
eommunion at the Lord’s table, can result, from an association of 
persons, maintaining such various, and such opposite opinions, as 
are found among many religious societies, who profess to be friendly 
to this practice. “ Can two walk together except they be agreed?” 
Amos iii. 3. as ¢ 

Hitherto we have only endeavoured to show the impropriety of 
open communion, as it respects Christian Societies in general. We 
shall now exhibit that impropriety with regard to the Baptists in 


particular. ‘This will appear, 
1. By refieeting on the nature and design of the mission of John 


the Baptist: viz: to make ready a people prepared for the Lord, . 


Luke i. 17. or to make ready a people lor the kingdom of Christ, or 
tor the Gospel Church. How was this design accomplished? See 
Matt. iii. 1, 5, 7. “ In those days came John the Baptist preaching 
in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, repent ye: for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand. ‘Then went out to him Jerusalem and all 
Judea, and the region round abeut Jordan, and were baptized of him 
in Jordan, confessing their sins.”’” ‘This is called the beginning of 
the Gospel, Mark i. 1, 2,3, 4. ‘Fhis was the original pattern given 
for preparing persons for a Gospel Church state; and the ordinance 
of the Lord’s Supper, being confessedly a church ordinance; the 
Baptists of course, entertaining this view of things, act extremely 
improper were they to practise open communion. For, in such @ 
communion persons are received who were never made ready for the 
Lord, or for a Gospel Church according to the original plan; hence 
in their reception there must be a violation of the well known rule, 
“see that thou do all things according to the pattern shewn thee in 
the mount;” which precept will apply to the law from Mount Zion, 
é€qually as to that of Mount Sinai. 

2. The impropriety of the Baptists uniting in an oper or general 
communion, will appear by considering how Christ received hig 
disciples. In John iv. J, it is said, he made them disciples, and 
then baptized them. See this confirmed by John iii. 22, 23, 25, 
26. Hence we infer, if our Saviour received pérsons to communion 
with himself by the administratoin of this ordinance, it cannot be 
improper for the Baptists to adopt the same unerring example in re- 
ceiving persons to communion in the Church of Christ in the present 
day. “For hereunto are ye called, because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example that ye should follow bis steps.’” 1 Pet, 
vi. 21, 

_ 3. It is imporper for the Baptists to practise open communion, be- 
€ause “ in the beginning it was not so.” ‘bese words of our Lord, | 


when the Jews enquired, if it were lawful for a man to pul away big 
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an 
wife for every cause. Our Saviour replied, Moses, for the hard- 
ness of your hearts, suffered you to put them away, but “ in the be- 
ginning it was not so,” bringing them back to the first institution of 
marriage. ‘The question is now asked, is it lawful for persons bap- 
tized and unbaptized to break bread together at the table of the 
Lord? We reply that a number of pious persons have submitted to 
it, * But in the beginning it was not so.” Seas hie Be ato 

I. In the beginning it was not so in the original institution of 
this ordinance. The best institutions are liable, in the course of 
time, to suffer some of the most injurious alterations or changes 
from their original design. 

It is therefore necessary frequently to recur to their first estab- 
lishment in order to preserve their purity according to their original 
istention. This is remarkably true in the present case: At the 
Hist institution of the Lord‘s Supper, it is presumable that there 
were none present but Baptists or baptized persons. It bas been 
mace a question with some people, whether the disciples of our Sa- 
viour were baptized. We offer our reasons for believing that they 
were not unbaptized. 

). If they were not baptized, they were not prepared for the Lord 
atcording to the ministry of his forerunnér or messenger, John the 
Baptist. See the remark above: 

2. If they were not baptized, they did not follow the footsteps of 
their divine master. See Matt, iii. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 3 

3. If they were not baptized, the ministry of Christ had not the 
same effect on them that it hed on others. See Luke vii. 29.“ And 
oll the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being 
baptized with the baptism of John.”’ 

Query. Were not the disciples among those obedieat ones that 
heard him? And if so, were they not baptized at this, or at some 
Cther period of his ministry ? . | 

4. If they were not baptized, how are we to undérsfand the 
paragraph, in John iii? After these things came Jesus and his disc:- 
pics into the land of Judea, and there be tarried with them and bap- 
tized. And Jobn was also baptizing in-Enon near Salim, because 
there was much water there; and chcy came and were baptized; fer 
John was not yet cast into prison. | a ye cs A 

5. If the disciples were not baptized, then the apostle Peterdid 
not give a correct account of their case and conduct, in Acts 1. 
21,22. Wherefore of these men which have accompanied us all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning 
ffom the baptism of John, unio the same day that he was taken up 
from us, must one be ordained, to be a witness with us of his resur- 
rection. From this address it is demonstrably clear that the imme- 
diate disciples of Christ, Peter and the rest, began with our Saviour 
at the baptism of John; and among those baptized persons was the 
Brdinanée of the Lord's supper in the beginning instituted. Tere 
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fore to conform in our pres®nt practice to the ancient institution, 
ihe communicants should be all baptized persons. Then why 
should the Baptists be blamed for making this requisition ? 

Il. In the beginning it was not so, in the gospel commission, 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. “Go teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1 have command- 
ed you.’’ ‘hese wards, to answer the purpose of open communion- 
ists, should read, go teach all nations, communing or breaking bread 
with them; bat they read otherwise. Go teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them, and ruey, teaching them to observe all things I have 
commanded you; one of which things was, ‘‘do this in remem- 
brauce of me,” alluding to the ordinance of the supper. With this 
commission of their risen Saviour, the Baptists are solicitous their 
eonduct may correspond; and why should blame be attached to 
ihem on this account ? Are we therefore become the enemies of 
our brethren, because we walk in the truth? In the beginning it 
was not so. 

lif. In the beginninz-it was not so, in the first gospel church. 
Jt appears none thought of entering, or were received without bap- 
tism. See Acts iii. 41, 42. Then they that gladly received the 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added three 
thousand souls.—And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
it is not said they that gladly received the word broke bread, but 
that they were baptized and then broke bread, the very order of 
things which the Baptists at the present time wish to preserve. And 
who shall harm you, brethren, if ye become followers of that which 
is rood, 

Finally. in the beginning it was not so as to admit unbaptized 
persons to communion, according to the custom of the apostles and 
the primitive churches. The apostle Paul, speaking on a certain 
subject, ohserves, “ we have no such eustom, nor the churches of 
God,” plainly implying that, what was a custom with them, might 
be safely fotiowed, but on the contrary, that which was nota cus- 
tom with them, and the primitive churches of God, ought not to 
be regarded as an example worthy of imitation. The custom of the 
apostles with respect to communion, we have already had occasion 
to mention, in giving an account of the church at Jerusalem; as in 
the second of Acts. ‘I'he customs of the aneient churches of God 
may be gathered by consulting the book of Acts, and the epistles 
addressed to these churches. From these it appears that the Lord's 
Supper was celebrated as a church ordinance, and that their church 
members who partook were baptized persons. See Rom. vi. Ist 
Cor. i. Col. ii. , 

Thus have we in simplicity given our reasons for a noncompli- 
ance with free or open communion; and by reflecting on those 
Plain _and unadorned remarks, you may gather our reasons for the 
©pposite practice. We can discover no sound substantial argument 
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in favour of the former ; but on behalf of the latter, we have the 

ministry of John the Baptist, the ministry of our Saviour, the Orig- 

inal institution of tbe supper, the gospel commission, the order of 
the first gospel church, the customs of the aposiles and the firs: 
churches of God. ~« 

Notwithstanding we thus give our reasons with christian candor 
and affection, still the demand is kept up tor open communion, 
Some of our christian brethren will not commune with such as they 
deem unbaptized, and yet they complain that we are cruel in not 
communing with them. On which side the cruelty lies, let the im- 
partial judge. Our brethren know that we esteem nothing christiar 
baptism, that falls short of burying a believer in water, in the nanie 
ef the sacred Trinity. And yet they demand of us to do that 
which they themselves will not, viz. that we should break bread 
in communion with unbaptized persons. 

Some will reply, but we have been baptized as well as you. We 
ask, when were you baptized ? They reply, in our infancy. We 
answer, this is the point in debate, and which must be settled be- 
tore ever we can commune together. You affirm, we deny;—only 
prove from the New ‘Testament the existence of any baptism, 
before a profession of faith and iepentance, and the debate is 
atanend. This has never yet been done, and we are confident 
never will. The ancient reformers in the Protestant Episcopalian 
church, having proposed the following question, ‘what is required 
of persons to be baptized ” and having replied, according to the 
scripture, “ repentance whereby they forsake sin, and faith, where- 
by they stedfastly believe,” immediately felt their difficulty, “ why 
then said they, are infants baptized, when by reason of their tender 
age, they cannot perform them?” That is, when by reason of their 
tender age they cannet perform faith and repentance. 'The only 
reply that appeared to them in any way consistent with the scrip- 
ture, was “ because they promise them both by their sureties,” 
clearly proving that in their view repentance and faith were indis- 
pensable in this ordinance. In this we perfectly agree with that 
church, and the New Testament supports us boih. ‘I'he only difh- 
culty between us is, whether the prerequisites of repentance and 
faith must not be personally exercised ? or whether they can be 
admitted by proxy ? 

The church having explained the ordinance of baptism, immedi- 
ately enters on the Lord‘s Supper, fully proving what we contend 
for, that according to the order of the gospel, baptism is first to be 
submitted to, and then the communion to be received. 

It has long been lamented by some of the most pious prelates ©! 
the church of England, that the sacred ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper has been prostituted into a civil oath. It is also to be la 
mented, that many dissenters from us, and from that church, have 
overlooked the true intention of baptism according to the New 
‘Testament, and have changed it into kind of an oath, or vow, made 

by parents to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition 
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ofthe Lord: A duty towards our offspring, that we sincerely wish 
both they and ourselves may perform with greater strictness than 
erer we have yet done. 

Put why mustthe sacred ordinance of baptism be thus changed 
and prostituted, to lay parents under an obligation, that they are 
equally under, without such an oath or vow ? They speak of the 
advantages and blessings attending the baptism of infants, but 
where is the biessedness they speak of? Are not all parents equally 
bound by the law of Christ, thus to bring up their children ? Can 
an oath of vow not reguired, add any thing to the obligation ? Our 
law requires honesty, and condemns theft. Would any person add 
to the obligation he is uader to keep this law, by voluntarily going 
to a magistrate, and making oath that he will not steal, but that he 
will conduct himself honestly towards his neighbours, and the com- 
munity to which he belongs? Would not this unrequired service 
betray a suspicion in himself, of his own honesty, in that he would 
invent new methods of ebligation, not found in the law? “ Let no 
man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility.” Col, i’. 
13. “ Who hath required this at your hand ?” Isaiah i. 

We now repeat once more, where is the cruelty between us? Is 
it in us, who candidly say, that though we love our cbristian breth- 
ren of every name, and ean exercise forbearance with them, yet 
cannot commune with them, by breaking bread, until they follow 
the order of the gospel? oy is it in those who would compel us to 
acknowledge, that their prostitution of baptism is christian baptism 
itself, and who censure us, because we will not sacrifice our princi- 
ple and conscience to gratify them ? 

But some of our dissenting christian brethren, remark, it is the 
Lord‘s table, and therefore you have no right to refuse. We reply, it 
is for this very reason we do refuse. Were it our table all would be 
welcome; but a3 it is the Lord‘s table, we must abide by the laws 
of his house, and have respect to those prerequisites in the guests 
that are included in the invitation. ‘There is a preparation neces- 
sary for the church below, as well as for that above, and we must 
learn how to behave ourselves in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of truth. 1 Tim. 
iii. 15. Some of our brethren have said, we will not differ with 
you about baptism, only let us commute together and you may per- 
form baptism as you please. ‘This is surely very accommodating. 
But it reminds us of a certain lady of this aecommodating turn, 
1 Kings iii. 16—27; “ and she was willing to have the child divi- 
ded.” But it must not be fergotten that the true legitimate parent 
would agree to no such accommodations. She regarded the life of 
the child. 

Some will repeat, are we not christians as well as you? Why 
then, will you not eat and drink with us at the table of the Lord ? 
We repeat also, because we do not find in the scripture any com- 
munion previous to baptism. The lancuage of that prophet, was 
very plausible and very kind, * Come,” said he, (or to this amount) 
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‘“‘T ama prophet of the Lord as well as you, and the Lord hath 
shewn me, that you may eat and drink with me.” 1 Kings xiii. 

Bat the other had received his orders from a higher source, and 
ought not to have departed from them. 

Finally, we wish you, brethren, to keep the ordinancés of the 
Lord’s house, as they are delivered to us. Reflect, therefore, fre- 
quently on the nature and design of those ordinances—bzeptism 
points out our spiritual death, burial and resurrection, with Christ 
our Lord, aud keeps in memory the relations of Deity to the human 
family, as a Father to bless, a Redeemer to save, and a Spirit to 
sanctify poor enslaved and polijuted sinners, and the ordinance of 
the supper keeps in memory the whole character of Jesus, with all 
he undertook and executed for guilty man, “ do this (said he) in re- 
membrance of me, for as oft as you take of this bread, and drink ef 
this eup, ye do shew forth the Lord‘s death till he come.” 


—= Sa 
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pe a 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS OF BAPTIST soc. 
| ETIES IN ENGLAND. 
[From the English Baptist Magazine. | 


THE return of this interesting season, aud the assembling to- 
gether of so many of the ministers and followers of our Lord Jesus, 
to promote the extension of his kingdom both at home and abroad, 
have again produced pleasure and gratification to the churches in 
the metropolis: and, we doubt not, but these annual meetings will 
be productive of the most solid advantages, not only in promoting a 
union of the most desirable kind—a union of knowledge and affee- 
tion between those who having the same’ Lord.’ the same ‘ faith’ 
and the same ‘ baptism’ would not otherwise have had opportu- 
nity, of uniting for the purpose ot diffusing the influence of the 
** common salvation.” We congratulate, therefore, our eburches in 
fown and country, on fhe gratifying prespect which now opens be- 
fore them; and confidently anticipate, that by these means the 
peace and prosperity of the Baptist denomination will be greatly 
promoted. Inthe East aud West Indies, new churches, founded 
upon the principles on which the English Baptist churches are es- 
tablished, are rising up: In Ireland, several similar societies are 
already collected; and in our own country they are annually in- 
ereasing. May it be said of them, in reference to the purity of their 
faith and discipline. ‘* They jock forth as the morning, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and (‘0 the enemies of trath and right- 
eousness,) terrible as an army wiih bavners.” 








Foreign Religious Intelligence. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY: - 


bx the 25th June, at eleven o‘clock, the friends of this great 
mause met at Spa-fields, and the Rev. J. Kinghorn, of Norwich, 
preached from Psalm xevi. 3, * Declare his glory among the hea- 
then, his wonders among ail nations. The devotional services 
were conducted by Messrs. Griffin, Dr. Rippon, Rees, and Lvimey. 
In the evening, at six, met again at Sion-Chapel, when the 
Rev. W. Winterbotham, of Horsley, preached from Mal. i. 11,‘ For 
irom the rising of the-sun eveu unto the going down of the same, 
my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my 
name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts.’ 
‘he devotional services were coaducted by Messrs. Shirley, of 
Sevenoaks, and Cox, and Shenston, of London. 
‘he meetings were as well attended as at any former period, and 
the collections, though not equal to former years, were good. Much 


happiness appeared to be felt by those who on these occasions were 


praying — O send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me; 
jet them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacies. 


GENERAL MEETING. 


The General Meeting was held at Dr. Rippon‘s, Carter-lane, on 
Thursday, at eight o‘clock in the morning, and was very numeronsly 
attended. The ministers from different counties gave very grati- 
fying reports of the state of religion. Dr. Rippon was io the chair. 
Messrs. Hutchings and Dyer engaged in prayer. 

The Stepney Academical Institution met at Salter‘s-Hall, at 12 
oclock, when Mr. Hinton preached, from Gal. ii. 15, 16, and Mr. 


Hoby, and Dr. Winter engaged in prayer.-—Forty-five pouads were 


collected for the Lostitution. Mr. Hinton was requested to print. 


his sermon. 

In the evening, at Salters‘-hall, at half-past six, Messrs. Hutch- 
ings, Morgan, aud Dr. Ryland engaged in prayer. A very inier- 
esting Report was-read by Mr. Dyer. of Reading. The sa.ni col- 
iected for the mission amounted to about 2621. 


SE 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


The third annual meeting was held at the City of London T'av- 
etn, Bishopsgate-street, on Friday the 27th, Joseph Butterworth, 
Esq. M. P. in the chair. 

After singing the 117th Psalm, ant prayer by Mr. William Shen- 
ston, the Secretary read the Report; and 

The Ree: F. A. Cox, in rising to propose the approval of the 
Report, said it had been intimated that expectation would be disap- 
Dotuted; however, this had appeared to be excessive modesty im the 
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committee, which all must have discovered who had heard that 
Report. He had felt strongly when reading the History of the Re- 
formation in the sixteenth century, bui he thought the nineteenth 
century would exceed that period: that was the first reformation, 
but this is the second ;—thet under the auspices of Henry VIII. 
this under a much more exalted monarch, George II. He had 
often wished that the mantie of Luther had descended upon genu- 
ine descendants of that great man; but though it had been three 
centuries in falling, it had at lengih rested, and a double portion of 
the same spirit was now discovered. 

He (Mr. R.) remembered Brydone standing on the top of Etna, 
comprehending a circumference of 1000 miles; but we stand upon 
a higher eminence, and he b<.-eld the Sun of Righteousness, 
which was now illuminating an apostatized world.—The light 
which had tinged the dark clouds of India with its beams, had 
increased till its extended rays had begun to illumine the whole 
of Ireland. Great Britain, so eminent for its military prowess, 
he congratulated more fer moral and spiritual exploits. Her ge- 
ographers had visited foreign lands from motives of curiosity; but 
now their object would be to cut a channel for the waters of the 
sanctuary to flow throne hout all the earth. 

Mr. Cox congratulaic:! these persons who had originated this 
society, especially for teaching the Irish language. Suppose this 
kingdom was to become subject to the Chinese empire, and 
our conquerors were to determine to communicate nothing for 
our use but through their own language: however much we 
might thank them for their benevolent intentions, we should 
thank them more for imparting the designed benefits in our na- 
tive language. He congratulated the ladies, who had raised the 
last year upwards of 701. for the society. He congratulated the 
worthy Chairman, who, if he could have his wish, should net 
only have M. P. (Member of Parliament,) affixed to his name; 
but M. B. (Minister of Benevolence ) 

Dr. Stedman felt a considerable degree of diffidence, not beeause 
disappointed in the Keport, nor from ‘the number now who attended 
but from two causes.—'l'wo years siuce, the meeting wished him 
to make some more cirect efforts, and iast year the Chairman ex- 
pressed his desire tha! tie should visit Ireland ; with which request 
he would gladly have complied. ‘This arose from want of adiily. 
not of inclination. He was sure he cou!d say nothing interesting 
after the Report, and alter the eloquent address just delivered. He 
had no claims to eloquence ; if he had, he had not need on this oc- 
casion of employing it. Every Christain present, and iv the Brit- 
ish empire, must feel this society has a claim on this efforts. Efforts 
to do good, ought to employ, and have very extensively employed 
British Christians. ‘Il‘o teach illiterate men to read the scriptures. 
is an object nearly allied to his, who put that book in our hands; 
and lead to a further acquaintance with it, still more perfectly ac- 


cords with his design. 
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it has been observed, that this period is a second reformation ; 
and it is delightful to observe in how admirable a way Providence 
brings about its designs by degrees. ‘The reformation was but par- 
tial, though as great as could then be expected: it has ever since 
been gradually increasing, but vastly accelerating within our own 
recollection. 

When | compare what I remember, | congratulate my country on 
its improvement. Could such a seciety have been convened to- 
sether tweaty-five or twenty-six years ago? Perhaps, if all the so- 
cieties then existing had beer condensed in one, it would not ,have 
been more numerous thar that now assembled. If I were to go to 
freland, I would congratulate the Irish people—the e¢hildren of 
the scheols—in those parts especially in which the Irish language 
is taught. He was ready to ask, Why was this plan not resorted 
to before? He would congratulate them on the fetters of Popery, 
being much relaxed, and trusted they would be more aod more 
toosened, till they were utterly shaken off.. The revelation of the 
scriptures will effect this. What effected the Reformation? Preach- 
ing the word was very efficient, but especially circulating the 
scriptures. To them they appealed ; they saw written—* Accom- 
plished by the finger of God.’ You know the happy effects. Brit- 
ain threw off the yeke: Lreland will do the same, only give time 
aid scope for the operation. No force is applied—no comments 
employed; and can we hesitate when the God of the Bible speaks 
intelligioly ? ‘he Bible asks no comment to support its authority, 
any more than it requires the aid of the sun to emblazon its lustre. 
J anticipate the triumphs of truth. Where the society to stop 
where it is, very important services have already been rendered. 
Souls have been converlted—instruction communicated. Go on, 
ladies ; go on, friends. If motives are pure, and God forbid we 
should suspect them, we may be certain of success. Aehivements. 
have been referred to, but what expense have they cost ?~What 
lives of our fellow-creatures ! But these have been unstained by 
blood : all is advantage here. Not only blood has been spared, 
but the lzfe of the soul promoted. Not only temporal good—but 
spiritual good have been communicated in the highest degree. [The 
Dr, added a sentiment of Doddridge, on the worth of one soul. } 
Many souls have been put in possesssion of this salvation by the 
exertions of this society. Yes: rising superior to all difficulties, 
and humbly imitating the example of Christ our Redeemer, let us 
imitate his example: the more we are like him, the more felicity 
now and forever. 

Go on, and prosper. Increasing assistance will come in. The 
list of supporters will strengthen your faith, and be a stimulus to 
farther exertions. 

‘The Rev. Edmend Rogers (one of the society‘s missionaries. )— 
“ When you consider,” said he, * that I am just from the wilds of 
Connaught, you may conceive mine an awkward situation. Some 
may expect a fine speech, but those who know me, know that I am 
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no great speechifier. All I can do, is to state a few facts, or rathez 
eonfirm the facts already mentioned in the report. You have heard 
of the horrors of Popery and super:tition; but I have seen them. 
A woman, with q little child, asecnced Crogh Patricketo perform 
penance; a shower of snow fell], and she and her infant fell vietims 
to superstition. You are pointed (o another mountain—to Catvary, 
where a stream flows which cleanseth from all sin. — You may think 
this story incredible: but why should you do so? Consider what was 
formerly our cendition in England, when there were no scriptures. 
Treland had been shamefully neglected ; she had been for years ery- 
ing in the language of Fsav, when hearing of attentions to the 
Hindoos and Africans, ‘ Hast theu but one blessing, Oh my fa- 
ther!’ You have heard of one girl, fifteen years of age, who had 
committed t6 memory seventy-nine chapters: another of seven 
yezrs, who commitied six chapters in six days! It will be vain for 
priests to expect confessions or penances from them if they know 
ihe scriptures; as a priest confessed to me, with pain. 1 agreed 
with him. We never quarrel. He thought the children would know 
as much of the scriptures as their priests. We were quite of one 
mind on the subject. ‘The Pope‘s bull bas lately declared, that if 
the scriptures are circulated, their holy religicn will be destroyed. 
Several priests have opposed the schcols, and have cursed families 
from the altar with ETERNAL DAMNATION, because they had the 
heretics’ book. Not long before I left Connaught, a priest expres- 
sed tu his large congregation his expectation, that the earth would 
swallow their cabins, ard all they contained, because testaments 
were in them. A poor man to avoid this danger tied two to a sfick 
stuck in the ground in his garden, to see if the earth would swallow 
them up! Finding it did not, he has since used them without fear. 
When I collected in Wales, last summer, a poor woman wished she 
could purchase a New Testament. but had but two-pence; she said, 
however, she would give it, which was her all, to have that verse 
printed—‘ In that day there shall be a fountain opened for sin and 
uncleanness.’ The Captain of our salvation was now in Ireland, 
entering it in his chariot; and Satan was trembling at the sound of 
his chariot wheels.” Mr. Rogers said, he had thought of leaving 
Ireland: the best plaee he ever had to preach in was an Irish cab- 
in; he would, therefore, go back with double vigour, if the society 
would send him. There was a great spirit of inquiry; some were 
now ¢o bold as to answer the priest without hesitation; several pa- 
rents had left mass, in consequence of the children going to school. 
A priest called upon them to know why ? ‘ Oh,’ said they we have 
read the word of God, and find not a word of penauce in it, and 
we will never go to chapel again; if we die to morrow, we shall 
not want the anointing from yeu, as we have a better priest, the 
High-priest of our profession! A school-master, (all of whom are 
employed by the society, seem enlightencd to discern the absurdi- 
ties of Popery,) spoke very boldly to a bishop lately. in presence of 
ene thousand persons. ‘Do you know your Catechism?’ gaid the 














Bishop. ‘Yes: better than those soosres of priests you send here, 
my lord:’ How many commandments are there? ‘'Ten of God’s, 
and seven of man, added by yourselves; for what reasons you know 
best.’ Every thing shows that we ought to go on with this work.’ ; 

Dr. Ryland. ‘I shall not take up your time in testifying my ap- 
probation of the society. The measure of teaching to read in 
irish was dictated by the soundest wisdom, and resulting in the 
best effects. He would mention one or two instances. A few 
years back he conversed with a minister who had travelled in po- 
nish countries: when in Spain, he lost no opportunity of hearing 
the monks, as there was no preaching by arch-bishops, or parish 
priests. No sermon but in praise of some saint or ceremony. He 
had read a prinfed sermon which stated, that a man was sent to 
purgatory, and that the Virgin Mary scolded her Son, who sent 
orders to release him! Cotton Mather mentions the absurdities 
taught by Jesuitsin Canada. A famous warrior of the Indians had 
been taken prisoner: who, when visited by a Protestant minister, 
desired to know the difference between the religion of priests and 
theirs: Cotton Mather took a tankard of beer which stood on the 
table,fwith a lid to it, and said, ‘ The doctrine of Christ is like good 
drink, but Papists put poison into it: hence yourun mad and fight; 
but we open the cup and show you the liquor—they shut down the 
lid, and expect you to drink it blindfold!’ These priests had insin- 
uated, to serve a political purpose, that Christ was a Frenchman, 
and that the English had crucified him. When they came to con- 
fession, they told them to bring a number of skins to the priest; buf, 
on the contrary, the scripture represents salvation as without money 
and without price. ‘This statement had such an effect upon the In- 
cian’s mind, that he exclaimed, ‘ You shall be my father and teacher 
—[ will spit out the French poison, all of it... Hence the Doctor 
inferred, that to give the scriptures in their own tongue was the 
best method.’ | 

Dr. Newman. ‘. When [,think of Popish superstition, I think of 
the Augean stable; thirty-nine years, they said, it would take to 
cleanse it. ‘The fabled Heresies did it by turning a river through 
it, Let us tura a river through Ireland—a pure river of water ‘of 
life! I congratulate you on what God hath wrought. At one time 
2 clergyman could not read. If a Bible was found in an arehbish- 
op’s palace, he could not read it. ‘The archbishop of Mentz found 
a Bible; ‘fi confess,’ said he, 1 do not know what book it is, but 
it is all against us.’ Now it is found in the cabins of the Irish. I 
advert to the great object the society has in view. In the reign of 

Edward Vi. [1549,} a great rebellion in Devonshire—they were 
longing for abbey religion again; ten thousand of them went into 
hi fields with priests and a crucifix. ‘We will have the Bible in 
Loclish eatled in again,’ said they, ‘ otherwise the priests will not 
loug confound the heretics.’ In his late bull, Pope Pius VII. flatly 
contradicts Pius VI. who recommended the ccriptures ‘> be read 


by (he ‘ie neople. These eannot bath be infallible!* 
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J. Butterworth, Esq. in returning thanks, related an anecdote of 
a priest; who, in order to get a collection from his flock, told then 
the bridge out of purgatory was broken down. ‘ Father,’ said they, 
«what must be done”? T’o which he replied, ‘ A good collection 
must be made to repair it” Mr. B. intimated how much more ben- 
eficial the subscription would be employed by this society. 

The meeting concluded by singing, 


‘Praise God from whom all,’ &e. 


The sum collected for the Irish mission during the week amount- 
ed to about /308 7s. 5d. Wpwards of 500 took breakfast, and about 
1000 attended. ‘The meeting. continued for nearly five hours, but 
the attention was maintained with vigour till the end. 
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From the American Baptist MaAGazine. 


BURMAN MISSION. 
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We give the following extracts from a letter addressed by our ex- 
cellent sister Judson at Rangeon, to hér parents at Bradford, 
Mess. Although accounts from that mission of a later date have 
been published, we deem the following too interesting to be omit- 
ted. 


Mrs. Judson to her Parents. 
Rancoon, June 3, 1816. 


“ A few days after the death of our little boy, her Highness, the 
Viceroy’s wile, visited us with a numerous retinue. She really appear- 
ed to sympathise with usin our affliction, and requested Mr, Judson 
not to let it too much affect his health,which was already very /eeble. 
Sometime afier her visit, she invited us to go out into the country 
with her for the benefit of our healths, and that our minds, as she 
expressed if, might be relieved from their distress. We consented, 
and she sent us an elephant, with a howdak upon it, for our convey- 
wnce. We went three or four miles through the woods; sometimes 
the small irees were so near together, that our way was impassable, 
but by the elephant’s breaking them down, which he did with the 
greatest ease at the word of his driver. ‘The scene was truly inter- 
esting. Picture to yourselves, my dear parenis, thirty mea, with 
runs and spears, and red caps on their heads, which partly covered 
their shoulders, then a huge elephant caparisoned with a gilt how- 
dak, which contained a tall, genteel female, richly dressed in red 
and white silk. We had the honor of riding next to her ladyship, 
after us, three or four elephants, with her son, and some of (1¢ 


members of government. Two or three hundred followers, ms'* 
’ 
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gnc female, concluded the procession. Our ride terminated in the 
eentre of a beautiful garden of the Viceroy’s. I say beautiful, be- 
cause it was entirely the work of nature—art had no hand in it.— 
it was full of a variety of fruit trees, growing wild and luxuriant. 
The noble banyan formed a delightful shade, under which our mats 
were spread, and we seated ourselves to enjoy the scenery around 
us. Nothing could exceed the endeavours of the Viceroy’s wife to 
make our excursion agreeable—she gathered fruit ard pared it; cul- 
jed flowers and knotted them, and presented them with her owr 
hands, which was a mark of her condescension. At dinner, she 
had her table spread by ours, nor did she refuse to partake of what- 
ever we presented her. ‘We returned in the evening, fatigued with 
riding on the elephant, delighted with the view of the country and 
the hospitality of the Burmans, and dejected and depressed with 
their superstition and idolatry—their darkness and ignorance of the 

true God. ‘I‘hough we have never said any thing to the Viceroy’s 
family on the subject of religion, yet they perceive a great differ- 
ence between us and the other foreigners who occasionally visit 
them. Mr. Judson seldom goes to the government house, as it is 
much easier for me to have access to her ladyship than for him to 
do business with the Viceroy. She treats me with great familiar- 
ity, but | am generally reserved and serious in her presence, yet 
manifest a tender concern for her welfare, with which she is much 
pleased. I do not despair of finding some opportunity to introduce 
the subject of religion to her in such a way as may not appear 

intrusive, or disgusting.— W ere I to appear before her in the cha- 

racter of a teacher, she would think me far beneath her notice, 

and perhaps forbid my approaching her again; therefore, I think it 

the most judicicus to convince her by my conduct that I am really 

different from other females who surround her, and so far gain her 

confidence and affection that I cap gradually introduce the subject 

without her perceiving my object. 

in regard to living, we are much more comfortable than former- 
ly. We have had bread for several months, and have just begun 
to make butter. Effectual measures have lately been taken to de- 
stroy those bands of robbers which su much disturbed our peace.— 
Most of them have been taken and executed, so that we are pow 
greatly relieved from our fears, and live much more guiet than for- 
merly. ‘The country seems at present quiet, and things go on 
with much regularity. But how long things will continue in this 
state is uncertain. In trials and afflictions, in peace and prosperity, 
our only hope is in God, who has ever been our confidence.” 

“July 18. My Dear Parenvs, I again take my: pen to address 
you—must again tell you of trials and afflictions which have more 
Or less been our lot from our first engaging in the mission. Mr, 
Judson, in consequence of tov close application to study during the 
hot season, has so far injured his head and nerves, that he is entire- 
ty unable to study or attend to any thing. It has been coming oa 
s*adually for four months, aud it is now three since he leid asides 
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study allogether. For sometime after his eyes were affected, } 
read to bim in Burman, and in that way he was able to continue 
his studies. But now the sifate of his nerves is such that he cannot 
even hear me read. His digestive powers are so weak, that he is 
unable to take any nourishment, excepting rice and vegetables. 
We are seriously contemplating a voyage to Bengal, hoping that 
the sea air, or some medical assistance, may be beneficial, We 
cannot comprehend the design of Providence in these things. If 
we go to Bengal, the mission must at least be given up for a time, 
as there is no one to continue here. Whether we shall ever be able 
to return or not, is urcertain. We had fondly hoped that by the 
time the language was acquired, a wide and effectual deor would be 
opened for the preaching of the gospel among this people. But now 
our hopes are blasted, and our brightest prospeets darkened, And 
now, my dear parents, I think I hear you say, Are you not discour- 
aged yet? Is it not best to entirely abandon your object, and come 
home to America, and settle down in peace and quiet ? No! by no 
means. We will still intercede with our heavenly Father, not on- 
ly to return us to this mission, but make this affliction tend greatly 
to its advancement. Or if we may not be permitted to return, we 
will Bec and PLEAD With others to come, and go on with the mis- 
sion. We willtell them it is possible for Missionary families to live 
ia Burmah without molestation. We will tell them what our eyes 
have seen, and what our ears have heard, of the horrid idolatry of 
this people, and how much they need the commiseration of the 
christian world. We will do more. We will return to Burmah 
with them and spend the remainder of our days, though deprived 
of bealth and strength, in assisting them to acquire the language and 
encouraging them in their arduous work. No, my dear parents, 
our hearts are fixed on this mission, and with grace assisting us, we 
shall relinquish it only with our lives.” 

Noy. 14. “Sorrow may endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning.’ Yes, my dear parents, we can write of mercies 4% 
well as of afflictions. The dark cloud which hung over us when | 
last wrote, is dissipated; and the sun of pangs S made more bril: 
Jiant by conirast, once more shines upon us. We are still in Kan 
goon, and our prospects brighter than ever. A few days aiter my 
jast date, a pious Capt. from Bengal offered us a passage free of ex 
pense to Calcuita. ‘Ibis circuaistance determined us on going, 44 
Mr. Judson‘s health continued to decline, and we made preparations 
accordingly. ‘The Capt. who resided with us during his stay 
Rangoon, suggested the idea of Mr. Judson’s taking exercise 02 
horseback every morning with bim, and for this purpose procured a 
horse. This exercise was at first painful, but by persevering in it, ani 
adopting a more generous diet, he found he was not growing worse, 
as he had been for the three last months. Still, however, his disor 
der appeared obstinate, and urged the necessity of a voyage fo se? 
We had got every thing in readiness, even an order from the Vit® 
yoy, without which no vemale can leave the couuiry, when we * 
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ecived the joyful intelligence that Mr. Hough and family had arri- 
ved in Bengai, and would soon join us in Rangoon. I immediately 


gave up the idea of going, tho’ we still thought it necessary for Mr. 


Judson togo. ‘The vessel, however, in which we were to sail, was 
detained longer thanwe expected; during this time,we thought the dis- 
iressing pains in Mr. Judson’s head less frequent, and by persevering 
in his course of exercise and change of diet, we began to hope he 
might be restored to health without goiag to sea, and relinquished 
the voyage altogether. His health is now much better, though he 
is not able to study’ so close as formerly. He has purchased him a 
horse, on which he rides every morning before sunrise. We had 
the happiuess of welcoming Mr. Hough and family to the mission. 
house, on the 15th of October. After being here three years alone, 
you will readily imagine that we highly enjoy the society of these 
dear christian friends. And now we begin to hope the time is 
drawing near when there will be something in circulation among 
the Burmans, which will excite inquiry respecting the religion of 
Jesus. Mr. Judson has had a tract ready for printing for several 
months, and the missionaries at Serampore have kindly given us a 
printing press and types, which have safely arrived. Mr. Hough 
understands printing, and the carpenters are now busily employed 
in putting up a room to print in. My time was never so completely 
occupied as at present. My health is tolerably good, and I feel that 
¥ would not change situations with any person on earth. Fora 
month or two past, I have been employed in writing a little cate- 
chism for chilcren in the Burman language. It is just cemple- 
ted, and I am teaching it to a few children who are under my care, 
and who are learning to read. Pray much for us, my dear parents, 
for we live where satan’s seat is. Pray that it may not be in vain 
that the gospel is brought to this country,and that we, sinful and 
guilty as we are, may be made instruments of good to this people. 
The viceroy’s wife has lately been called to Ava; but the vice- 
roy still remains. I regretted her going, on several accounts. She 
had evidently become much attached to me. I had an opportunity 
of trying the sincerity of her friendship at the time we got our 
order for going to Bengal. I went to her witha petition which Mr. 
Judson had written, and, contrary to Burman custem, appeared 
without a present. She was in an inner room with the viceroy, 
when I preseuted the petition; and after hearing it read, she looked 
at the viceroy, and said it should be granted. She called her sec- 
retary, directed him to write an official order, and have it regularly 
passed through all the offices. and impressed with the royal stamp. 
{ was determined not to leave her until I received my order, as 
it would be very difficult to get it unless delivered in her presence. 
It was not long after the order was sent from the house of govern- 
ment, before one of her under officers came in and told me, it would 
be a long time before my order would pass through the severa! ofti- 
Ges, and that { had better return to my house, and he would bring 
me ihe order. The viceroy’s wile asked me if that would do as 
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well? Being perfectly acquainted with the object of the man, § 
replied to her, that I had had much anxiety on account of this or- 
der, and if it was her pleasure I preferred waiting for it. She said 
it should be as 1 wished, and ordered the man to expedite the bu- 
siness. As she was unwell, she did not leave her room through the 
day, and I had an opportunity of conversing with her. Among o- 
ther things, she asked me what Mr. Judson had come to this coun- 
try for? Before I had time to answer, an elderly woman present, 
with whom I had had considerable conversation on our object in 
coming to this country, replied, that Mr. Judson had come to tell the 
Burmans of the true God, &c; and went on and told her word for 
word all that had been said to her. ‘The viceroy‘s wife then asked 
what was the difference between the God I worshipped and Gau- 
dama. I had began to tell her, when one of her people brought in a 
bag of silver. After she had given orders respecting the money 
she wished me to proceed. I had but just begun the second time, 
when two or three members of government came in, and there it 
ended: My order was delivered to me towards evening, and then [ 
made her a present, and expressed the obligations I was under to 
ber, and bid her good evening. When an order of this kind is pro- 
cured by the under officers, it costs about 25 dollars, beside much 
trouble and perplexity. 


Thus, my dear parents, I have given you a general account of our 
circumstances for several months. { must now conclude, and pre- 
pare my letters to send to Calcutta by the present opportunity, 
Rest assured that this jetter leaves us in enjoyment of more comfort- 
able circumstances than we have ever experienced in this place.— 
We hope we enjoy religion at times and the presence of God; but 
we need much more grace, much more humility and devotedness 
to the cause of God. Qo notlet a day pass without praying for 
us.” Ever affectionately, 


Your daughter, 
NANCY JUDSON, 


We have the pleasure to announce uot only that the printing press 
above mentioned has arrived at Rangoon, but that it is already m 
operation. A Tract written by Mr Judson, and a Catechism for 
children by Mrs. Judson, have both been printed in the Burmaa 
language by Mr. Hough. Copies of them have been received, 
by the President of the Board. ‘Thus the Press, that powerful 
engine employed by Providence in the propagation of truth, has 
been put in motion in this land of darkness. We confidently hops 
that these first fruits of the mission, in giving light to them that 
sit in darkness, will be succeeded by a rich harvest of immortal 
souks. Editors. 
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Mr. Judson to Dr. Baldwin. 


Raneoon, Feb. 10, 1817. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, | is 
J HAVE just heard that a person whom we have sometime calcula- 


ted on, as a letter carrier to Bengal, is unexpectedly going off in'the 
course of an hour: have, therefore, time only to accompany the in- 


closed tracts with a line or two. 


We have just begun to circulate these publications, and are pray” 
ing that they may produce some inquiry among the natives. 


And here comes a man this moment to talk about religion.— W hat 
shall Ido? I will give him a tract to keep him occupied a few 
moments while I finish this. There, my friend, sit down, and 










read something that will carry you to heaven, if you believe and lid 
receive thé glorious Saviour therein exhibited. ie 
bas ¢ 

We are just entering on a small edition of Matthew, the transla- Be 

tion of which I lately commenced. But we are in great want of Ade 


men and money. Our hands are full from morning till night. I 
cannot, for my life, translate as fast as brother Hough will print. ie 2 
He has to do all the hard work in the printing office, without a sin- ge ne 
gle assistant, and cannot, therefore, apply himself to the study of fie fe 
the language, as is desirable. As for me I have not an hour to 
converse with the natives, or go out and make proclamation of the 
glorious gospel.—In regard of money, we have drawn more from hae 
Bengal, than has been remitted from America; so that were it not 3 Ay 
for their truly brotherly kindness in honoring our bills on credit, we 
should actually starve. Moreover, an edition of five thousand of ! 
the New '‘l’estament, will cost us nearly five fhousand dollars. Aaa ee 
And what are five thousand among a population of seventeen mil- 49 Cai 
lions, five millions of whom can read? Oh, that all the members ie 
of the Baptist Convention could live in Rangoon one month! Will se 
the Christian world ever awake ? Will means ever be used ade- Ae ee 
quate to the necessities of the heathen world! O Lord, send help. we), a ie 
Our waiting eyes are unto thee! idee eae 
Your brother in the Lord, 0) ae 
A. JUDSONs heli 
Rey. Dr. Baupwin. . Oe 


MALACCA, a 
An Account of Sabat. : i i, 


At Penang, Mr. Milne met with Sabat, who, after making a zeal- 
eus profession of Christianity, had apostatized to Mahomedanism. 
We shall relate what bappened, in Mr. Mitue's ewe words. 
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‘ Jan. 26.—T'o-day met with Sabat, the Arabian, formerly a con- 
vert to Christianity, under the labours of the (late) Rev. Henry 
Martyn, and subsequently employed by the Bible Society in Ben- 

al. 
f ‘To me his aspect seemed interesting in the highest degree, and 
his conversation discovered a very acute intellect. I had before 
heard of his conversion and labours, but knew nothing of his apos. 
tacytill he himself mentioned it. The causes which led-to this unhal. 
lowed step, he endeavored to explain; but I could not well under- 
stand them. The facts of his apostacy, and of his having subsequent- 
ly written a book'professedly in favor of Mahomedanism, are, I sup- 
pose, generally known; nor did he himself conceal them. On put- 
ting some pointed questions to him, he said, ‘I am unhappy! [ 
have a mountain of burning sand upon my head! When I go about, 


I know not what 1 am doing" 


“He says, ‘ What I did in renouncing Christianity, and writing 
my book, (which I call my rviL work) was done in the heat and 
fury of passion, which is so natural to an Arab; and my chief wish 
now is, that God would spare me to refute that book page by page. 
I know that it contains all that can be said in favour of Mahome- 
danism; and should I live to refute it, I shall do a greater service to 
the gospel than if it had not been written.’ 


‘He. spoke with rapture of the Rev. Mr. Martyn and of several 
missionaries. ‘ Were every hairon my body,’ seid he, ‘a tongue, [ 
could not fully tell that man’s worth. I knew, and have been with, 
the Rev. Messrs. Cran and Desgrange at Vizagapatam. O what 
lovely men! I know the Baptists at Serampore also; they are wor- 
thy men; but I cannot receive their doctrine of adult baptism.’ 

‘ The case of this poor man much affected me; and Major M‘Innes, 
who was also present. We afterwards visited and conversed with 
him. Before leaving Penang I wrote a letter fo him, ‘he under- 
stands English,) exhorting him to speedy repentance and turning 
to the Lord. He wrote an answer to me, after my return to Ma 
lacca, which commences thus— 


‘Sabat, the corrupted, turned, and lost servant of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, To the man of God, the Rev. W. Milne,’ &c. Towards 
the close, he says, ‘ hough my body be not with the truth, yet 
my heart, soul, and understanding, are with it; nor shall they ever 
be turned away from it, by silver, gold, jewels, or the riches of the 
world, or apy pleasures of science, &c. Kc. 

‘ After a little time, he went over to Acheen with the ex-king; 
for what purpose I know nof. But on his way back to Penang; 
he unfortunately fell into the hands of the usurper, who seized all 
his property, and put himin irons. A few days aco I received a 
letter from him, from which it appears that he is cenfined day and 
night in the gun reom of a piratical brig, belonging to the usurper- 
During the night he is always in irons. He says, ‘ When brought 
velore the uswurper, he examined me, and found no fault. He thee 
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ksked me, ‘ What is thy religion” Ans, ‘My parents were Ma- 
homedans’. Ques. ‘ But what is chy religion” Ans. ‘God knows.’ 
‘ Thy parents,’ said the usurper, ‘ were Mahomedans; but thou 
art a Serance (i. e. Christian) and must be killed.’ Since that 
time he has been confined; nor does it appear that he denied his 
being still a Christian. The letter I instantly dispatched to Ma- 
jor M‘lones, entreating him to try to procure Sabat’s release. 
May the Lord grant, that in his captivity his backslidings may be 
healed. 

‘[ have purposely enlarged on the case of poor Sabat, for the 
information of the religious public, who have not themselves had 
the opportunity of seeing him, or hearing much of him, since his 
departure from Calcutta. Is there not still reason to hope that 
God will do him good in his latter end? He is a man of great 
natural powers. The clear and evangelical comments whieh I 
heard him make on several passages and doctrines of Scripture; 
showed that he had not been an inattentive learner, and reflect 
the greatest honor on the piety, sentiments, and care, of those 
worthy men under whose iastruction he was placed.’ 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


To the Editors of “ The Western New-York Baptist Magazine.” 


Dear Brethren—I send you a brief account of the religious re- 
vival among us. If you think its publication will any way subserve 
ihe cause of Christ, it is at your disposal. S. G. 


The Church had become much reduced, and religion was at a 
very low ebb; owing, probably, in a great measure, to a want of pro- 
per discipline, and mistaken ideas about it. ‘The idea has too 
much prevailed that religion consisted in certain happy frames of 
mind: and, of course, that feelings are the rule of conduct. 
This idea iz destructive of Gospel order, and renders the Bible of 
but little use: But there h»s always been a number who have 
maintained their travel in the worst of times, and though faint, 
still pursuing. Ihave frequently doubted whether my work was 
not done in this place, and often almost determined to leave the 
people. But, when I reflected on the youth, who had become very 
numerous in our society, my purpose would change, and I found it 
hard to detefmine what was duty. But at length the morning daw- 
ned. ‘There had been an increasing attention, particularly among 
the youth, for many months; but nothing very special appeared un- 
til about the first of last June. It was now evident, that a number 
of young people were under very serious impressions of mind. It 
increased. ‘I'hey were convinced of their totally lost and undone 
condition. No arguments were now necessary, to convince them 
of the total depravity of their hearts, of the absolute necessity of 
regeneration, or, of the sovereignty of Grace in effecting it. A 
bumber were brought, in the course of this month, to rejoice in par- 
loning mercy. On the first day of July, four persons were bapti- 
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zed. It was supposed that more than a thousand people were’ res 
ent on the occasion; and a more solemn scene, I never witnessed’, 
The assembly appeared interested in the solemn transactions of the 
day, and many were very seriously affected. From that time tg 
the present, the good werk has progressed slow and solemn. 

More than sixty persons have publicly professed their faith in 
Christ. ‘There are many, who, in the judgment of charity, have 
experienced a change of heart; but who have not yet made a pub- 

lic profession of religion. 

The subjects of this work are mostly young people, but a goodly 
number of heads of families, have been made willing. There are 
also quite a number of children, fromseven to twelve years of age, 
who have related the exercises‘ of their minds, to our great joy 
and satisfaction. 

Their case is. under consideration. It is probable, that whem 
the y have been instructed more perfectly into the nature and divine 
import of gospel ordinances, they will be received to baptism. 

We cannot say, as is often said on such occasions, that this revi- 
val commenced among the professors of religion; or, that there ap- 
peared generally a-spirit of prayer in the church. Yet there were 
some who appeared to have the cause of God at heart, and to be 
‘‘crieved at the afflictions of Joseph.” 

We have met, comparatively speaking,with but little opposition. 
Ail generally appeared convinced that the work was of God. 
¥ have not seen one instance of irreverent or disrespectful conduct 
at any of our meetings, or baptizing seasons. Ail have appeared 
irieodily and solemn. 

We have a very respectable number of singers, mostly young, 
who have always conducted with much decency and decorum —~ 
The awakening appeared early among them, anu they are almost 
all now members of the church. 

Je have heard no disputing about tle ordinance of Baptism; no 
subject of this work, that I] know of, has had any doubts concern- 
ing it. The work has visited some families of our congregational 
brethren, and the parents have consented, with apparent cheerful- 
ness, that their children, who had once been baptized, as they sup- 
posed, should be baptised aud unite with us: and nove have joined: 
any other church. 

Our assembly, though large, has. been remarkably still and sol- 
emn. No instance of “disorder or noise among those under concern 
o! mind has appeared, or of extravagant joy in (hose who obtained 
relief. The subjects of the wotk, in every stage of it, made a very 
modest, but solemn appearance. They have seldom spoke, except: 
when called upon to relate the exercises of their minds: this they 
have done very willingly, but in rather a low tone of voice. They 
have been clearly convinced of their totally depraved and ruined 
state; and their utter inability to help themselves. It has beer 
very convincing, and truly a matter of joy. to hear them in the 
most humble and solemo manner, confess that they had never form- 
ed any correct idea of religion, and had no will or agency io the 
work which was effected in-their hearts ;—and then, with souls ¢% 
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pending with gratitude, and countenances beaming with joy, ascribe 
all the praise to rich and sovereign grace. Many, who have trust- 
ed in the Universal and Arminian schemes, have abandoned their 
errors, and been made to rejoice in that grace, which reigns through 
righteousness unto eternal life. 

The work is still progressing. —May it spread until the whole 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of God: so prays your brother, 
Kc. SOLOMON GOODALE. 


Bristol, December 29th, 1817. 


= 


Yo the Editors of the Western N. Y. Baptist Magazine. 


SMITHFIELD, January, 1818. 
Dear Brethren, 

It is with the greatest pleasure, that I can inform you, that the 
Lord has visited the people in this place by his Holy Spirit. The 
Church in this town, with which I have been labouring almost 
seven years, had experienced a very gloomy season;—professors 
were cold and dull, iniquity abounded, and the love of many wax- 
ed cold: truly Zion mourned, because so few came to her solema 


feasts. The enemy endeavored to get in his dividing foot, and. 


separate very friends. Notwithstanding these trials, the Lord was 
pleased to bring in a few of his chesen, and they were added unto 
the church. But nothing like a general attention took place, until 
about the middle-of November last, when the brethren and some 
others appeared to be moved upon; and in a conference meeting, a 
Physician, who lives in this place, was.constrained to rise and de- 
clare publicly, What the Lord had done for his soul. His relation 
made a sensible impression on a number, who were present. At 
our next meeting it appeared that the Lord was present by his Holy 
Spirit, when the before mentioned Physician arose, and observed to 
the assembly, that there appeared to be an unusual solemnity on 
the minds of many, and if they would all be seated, he would make 
a proposition to them. When they had sat down, he requested that 
all thoze young people who were willing to exchange their balls 
for conference meetings, would rise, when one arose after another, 
and but a few of the youth kept their seats. Since thet time, our 
meetings have been crowded, many have appeared in great dis- 
tress, and earnestly desired all those who had an interest at the 
throne of grace, to pray for them, and others have related what 
the Lord has done for them, and expressed the joy and satisfactiéu 
they felt. 

At cur covenant meeting, in the latter part of November, I think 
there were seventeen, who gave a relation of a work of grace on 
their hearts, and thirteen of them, upon their request, were 
admitted as candidates for baptism. Amongst those received were 
some that had been noted for vanity and profaneness. 

_ On the sabbath following the assembly were most of them 
in tears, and in the evening a number more of the precious yout 
‘declared what the Lord had done for them. On the 5th of Decem- 
@er, we had a meeting to bear experiences, and ten persons ganic 
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forward and gave the reasons of their hopes, and were received ag 
candidates for baptism. It was a time of refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord. On Lord‘s-day, December 7, the assembly was 
s0 numerous, that we found it necessary to have preaching in two 
places, there being more people than could get into one house.— 
After preaching, we repaired to the water side, when six or seven 
hundred people assembled on the banks of the stream, to behold 
the ordinance of baptism administered; after prayer to Almighty 
God, | baptized twenty-one persons, mostly young people. Since 
that time I have baptized some every Lord‘s-day. On Lord‘s-day, 
December 28th, | baptized fourteen; thirteen of whom were young 
people, and some of them only eleven years of age. The assembly 
this day was very solemn, and the falling tears plainly bespoke the 
conviction of sinners, and the joys of saints. Alter we returned 
from the water, | broke bread to the church, when we had the satis- 
faction of beholding many of the youth, who were but a few weeks 
before frequently in the ball chamber, now seated among the saints, 
to celebrate the dying love of our adorable Redeemer. ‘The op- 
portunity was crowned with the divine blessing: about one hundred 
communed this day; forty-three of whom I had baptized within four 
weeks. 

The Lord has done great things for us, whereof we do rejoice.— 
Since that time I have baptized five more, making in all forty-eight, 
who are mostly youth.; May the Lord carry. on this work of grace, 
till he performs all his good pleasure. 

I remain yours, in the best of bonds, 
* NATHANIEL L. MOORE. 


p— 4 


Revival in Upper Canada. 

We learn, by a letter to Elder Shepherd, of Cincinnatus, (one of 
our late missionaries to the province of Vpper Canada,) dated Hol- 
lowell, June 24, that a good work, of God ia going on, in the towns 
of Cramhe and Holderman. About ninety had then been baptized. 
The work was then progressing; and an earnest request from Elder 
Winn and his brethren in those regions, accompanied this infelli- 
gence, that Elder Shepherd and other missionaries, might be sent 
their a::istance: cer! 


The Baptist Education Society of the State of N. York. 
We omitted in our last number, to give votice of the formation of 
this S.ciety; but with pleasure we now state, that on the 24th of 
September, at Hamilton, was organized a society of the above 
name. The objects of which are fully stated in their constitutioa 
and address. ‘I'he address, for want of room, we shall omit, and 
gontent ourselves with barely giving some of the outlines. 

It commences with noticing, that God has committed the volume 
of inspiration, to the members of his militant church: and that they 
are under oblization to communicate its light to the benighted 
world. God has raised up ministers for the express purpose of 
feaching all nations: but they themselves must first be taught, be- 
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fore they can teach others. The teaching of the Spirit is neces- 
sary, but this instruction is usually conveyed through the medium 
of the letter. Ministers are required to show themselves approved 
unto God, wovkmen that need not be ashamed. ‘They are stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God, and should be scribes weil instructed. 
Knowledge is necessary to enable a minister to discharge the duties 
of his office, and a!though some, with scanty means of knoweldge, 
have attained to eminence, by dint of exertion; yet every facility 
for improving the mind, ought to be afforded to such as are about to 
engage in soimportant a work. Our sehools and colleges, although 
important institutions, do not bestow every advantage that may be 
afforded. Literary and theological studies ought to be combined. 
V icious, irretigious associates ought to be excluded. Our Brethren 
in other countries, and in other parts of this, have given us an ex- 
ample which we ought to follow.—-All who are desirous of promo- 
ting the object of the society, are invited to assist by their prayers, 
by their property and by their influence, and to be present at the 
first annual meeting to be held at the Baptist meeting house in San- 
gerfield, on the first Wednesday in June next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 


Pa ees 


Opening of new Meeting House at Delphi. 

On the 20th of January, 1818, the new Baptist Meeting House 
was opened for divine worship. At 10 o'clock, A. M. after singing 
and prayer, Rev. Obed Warren, pastor of the church, delivered an 
appropriate sermon, from John iv. 24. “God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in truth.”’ In the 
afternoon, Rev. ‘Thomas Purrington addressed the assembly io a 
solemn, impressive ‘iscourse from Jeremiah 1. 5; and ia the even- 
ing, Rev. Nathan Baker closed the joyful and interesting solemni- 
nities, with a pathetic discourse from Psalms xc. 16,17. Singing 
was perforined in a manner that added much to pious devotion. 

The house is a very convenient frame building, 44 feet by 54, 
well finished in a plain, neat stile. 

liis worthy of remark, that in this place, as in the building of a 
house for God in Cazenovia, that about the time the foundation of 
the house was laid, God was pleased to pour out his spirit upon the 
people, and about eighty have been added to the church, while the 
house was building. Let this be an inducement to other societies, 
to serve God with their substance, and offer their exertions, with 
their prayers, that they may each have a house for God, which he 
shall delight to fill with his glory. 


Letter from Elder Sharp. 


Extract of a letter from Elder DanteL Saarp, of Boston, to his 
friend in Cazenovia, dated November, 1$17. 

“ You will perceive, by the Magazine, that our Missionary 
Brethren were ordained at the sitting of the Warren Association. 
On Tuesday evening last, the three Baptist churches held a special 
aud united prayer meeting, for the purpose of commending our dear 
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Brethren to God, and to the word of his grace. Several addresseg 
from the pastors, were intermingled with the devotional exerciseg, 
‘The services commenced at half past six, end continued till nearly 
half past nine e’clock. Eight ministering brethren prayed, and 
euch an elevated spirit of devotion was kept up, as I never witnes. 
sed before : I am persuaded that hundreds, like myself, were sorry 
when the meeting closed. I could have passed the whole night, 
with such feelings and views as I then enjoyed. _I thought of the 
words of Watts— | 


*“ My willing soul would stay, 
In such a frame as this; 

And sit and sing herself away, 
To everlasting bliss.’ 


Our Missionaries sailed on the 16th of November, at ten o’- 
clock, A.M. in the ship Independence, Capt. Bangs. You will 
unite with me in saying, May the Lord go with them, and cause 
his face to shine upon them, and bless them.—May he give them 
favor in the sight of the beathen, and grant them success in their 


work.” 
—— 00003! 0000———— 


ORDINATIONS. 


On the 10th of September, at the Second Baptist Meeting 
House in Boston, Messrs. James Colman, and Edward Willard 
Wheelock, were solemnly ordained to the work of the ministry as 
Missionaries to Burmah. 

Mr. Winchell introduced the service by reading select portions 
of the holy scriptures. Rev. Mr. Grafton, of Newtown, made the 
introductory prayer; the Rev. Mr. Champlin, of Danvers, under 
whose instruction the young gentlemen had received their educa- 
tion, delivered a discourse from Galatians ii. 9. And when James, 
Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 

fellowship ; that we should go unto the heathen. The Rev. Mr. Bol- 

les offered up the consecrating prayer, while a number of brethren 
united with him in the imposition of hands. A charge was then 
delivered to the candidates, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin; after which 
the Rev. Mr. Sharp gave the right hand of fellowship. Rev, Mr. 
Williams prayed at the the close. All the performances were ap- 
propriate, and listened to by a crowded assembly, with much inter- 
est and many tears. The reflection that these young brethreo, 
with their companions, were soon to bid farewell to their native 
Jand, never again to return, contributed much to the solemnity of 
the occasion. They are expecting to embark for Calcutta the 
first opportunity, from whence they will proceed to Rangoon, to be- 
eome associates with Judson and Hough: Many prayers ascend 
the throne of grace continually, that through their instrumentality 
thousands of Burmans may be brought to the saving knowledge of 
the Gospel of Christ. [Am. Bap. Mag. 
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On the 15th of January, 1818, Brother BENJ AMIN ANDRUS, 
of Homer, was set apart as an Evangelist, by solemn ordination.— 
The following ministering Brethren performed the several parts 
assigned them, viz.—Brother Obed Warren preached from Eph. 
4i.%. Brother Hezekiah Gorton offered the consecrating prayer, 
and with Brethren John Peck, Alfred Bennet, Frederick Freeman 
and Thomas Purrington, laid on hands. Brother Rufus Freeman 
gave the charge; Brother John Peck gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship; and Brother Purrington offered the concluding prayer. The 
several parts were performed to the edification of a large and at- 


tentive assembly. es 
AN ALARMING DEATH. 
Extract of a letter from Rev. Grerce WiTHERELL, to one of the 
Editors [of the American Baptist Magazine} dated July 2, 1817. 

Diep at Conway, (Mass.) June 23, James Hay, a man of 
eolour. ‘The circumstasces of his death were as follow: — 

His wife several ‘years since, hopefully experienced religion 
and manifested a desire to be baptized and join the Baptist church; 
but his opposition was such, that she thought most proper to omit 
itat that time. She continued in this situation fora number of 
years, often feeling her mind called up to that duty. At length 
she caree to the resolution to offer herself tothe church. Accor: 
dingly, the sabbath before his death, she manifested her desire to 
relate her experience and be baptized. A meeting was appointed 
the next Thursday for that purpose. On M*nday, Hall obtain- 
ed knowledge of it. He immediately flew into a rage, and expres- 
sed himself in the most blasphemous manner, swearing by all that 
was good, that she should not go forward. At length he left his 
house, and by an oath declared he would never retura. He then 
went from house to house through the neighbourhood, railing, and 
blaspheming ia the most awful mancer. At length he called at a 
Mr. § ’s, and there began to rail and blaspheme as he had 
done at other places; affirming with an oath, that if his wife went 
jorward, he hoped that she would drop dead the first step she took 
in the water, and that he never meant to return to his house again. 
He also stated to Mrs. S-——, that she and some other women had 
influenced his wife to go torward. In the midst of his raving, 
Mrs. § discovered that his speech faltered, and that he fel} 
back in his chair. She went to him, and discovered that some- 
thing was the matter; whereupon she sent for her husband, who 
was but a few rods from the house; but before he got in, Hall was 
dead! He was opened and examined by a physician, but,he could 
find nothing by which to determine the cause of his death. 

Let others take heed how they tempt the Almighty. 

On Wednesday, this unhappy man was buried, and. on Thursday, 
tccording to appointment, the woman related her experience te 
the chureh, was received and baptized. 

This may be relied on as a fact, as I was in the town on the 
Sabbath following, and received the statements from a number 
Reo were knowing to (he cireumstauces, 


¥ ours, ©. WITHERELL, 
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Po etrz. 


POETRY. 


Hymn for the New Year. 
God ! my life. thy various praise 


Let mortal voices sound: 
‘V'byhands revolves our fleeting days, 





And brings the seasons round. 
To thee shall arnual incense rise, 
Our Father and our Friend; 
W hose annual mercies from the skies 
In gentle streams descend. 
Iu every scene of life thy care, 
In every age We see; 
And constant as thy favors are, 
So let our praises be. 
O may thy love in ev’ry scene, 
In every age appear! 
And let the same compassion deign 


A veteran slumbering on his arnig, 
Beneath bis red-cross shield: 
His sword was in his hand, 
Stull warm with recent fight; 
iieady that moment at command 








To bless the op‘ping year. 

O keep this foolish heart of mine 
From anxious passions free; 

‘Teach me each comfort to resign, 
And trust my At to thee. 

If mercies smile, let mercies bring 
My wand’ring soul to God; 

And in affliction let me find 
‘That thou dost bless the rod. 

This year, perhaps. the hand of deat}: 
May snatch my soul away; 

That awful hand may stop mf breath 
Belore the opning day. ; 


Fatuer in heaven, thy will be done;)' 


1 cheerfully resign; 
Make me in life and death thine own; 
This year—forever—thine. 


The Christian Soldier’s Death.\ 


To the memory of the late Key. 
Tnomas Taryor, by J. Moutgom. 
ery, of Sheffield, Eugland. 

Servant of God! well done, 

Rest from thy lov’d employ, 

The battle’s fought, the viet’ry won. 
Evter thy Master's joy; 

The voice at midnight came, 

He started up to hear; 

A mortal arrow piere’d his frame, 
Hie feli—but felt no fear. 

At bome, amidst alarms, 

It found him in the field; 


Tbrough rock aud steel to smite, 
li was a two-edg’« blade, 
Of lieav nly temper keen}; 
And double were the wounds it mads 
Where’er it glane’d between; 
Twas death to sin—’twas life 
To all that mourn’d their sin: 
{t kindl’d and it silene’d strife, 
lviade war and peace within. 
“tout hearts beiore it fell, 
Subdu’d by wrath and love: 
"T'was dreadful as the flames of heli, 
Bright as the heams above. 
Heroes were wont to name, 
‘he weapons of ‘heir might; 
This was a brand of matchless fame 
The word of God in fight. 
Oft with its firy force 
His arm has suell'd the foe; 
‘And laid, resistiess in his cours¢, 
The alien armies low. 
Bent on such glorieus toils, 
| ‘The world to him sas loss; 
‘But all his trophies, all his spoil, 
He hung upon the cross. 
At midnight came the cry, 
«To meet thy God, prepare’— 
He ’woke—he caught his Captain! 
eye, 
Then strong in faith and prayet, 
His spirit with a bound 
Burst its incumbering clay; 
His tent at sun-rise on the groune, 
A darken’d ruin Jay. 
‘I'he pains of death are past, 
Labor and sorrow cease; 
And life’s s long-warfare clos "d at Jasi, 
His soul is found in peace. | 
Soldier of Christ, well done! 
segin thy new employ, 
Sivg while eternal ages rum, . 





t 
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, Thy Master and his joy- 
 Shefii eld, (Eng. ) December; 1916. 





